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Was at the head of 2,000 men and women. It showed the confidence
Mr. Chamney had in him as a passive resister. He thanked them for the purse,
the contents of which, in common with those of any. others received, would not
be used for himself, but first for the furtherance of the interests of the Indians
of South Africa, and, secondly, for any work he might have to do in India
which had commended itself to them in the course of the conversations they had
had. He felt that the settlement they had received was a kind of Magna Charta.
It was not a final settlement in the sense that they had no wrongs left They
had to exercise patience and cultivate European opinion, in order to get those
wrongs redressed. They had to maintain the sympathy which men like
Mr. Stent might think fit to extend to them. He paid a glowing tribute to the
work done for the Indian cause by Miss Schlesin.

Indian Opinion, 29-7-1914

359. THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF
PASSIVE RESISTANCE

[Before July 11, 191f\l

I shall be at least far away from Phoenix, if not actually in
the Motherland, when this Commemoration Issue is published,2
I would, however, leave behind me my innermost thoughts upon
that which has made this special issue necessary. Without Passive
Resistance, there would have been no richly illustrated and
important special issue of Indian Opinion, which has, for the last
eleven years, in an unpretentious and humble manner, endea-
voured to serve my countrymen and South Africa, a period cover-
ing the most critical stage that they will, perhaps, ever have to
pass through. It marks the rise and growth of Passive Resistance,
which has attracted world-wide attention. The term does not
fit the activity of the Indian community during the past eight
years. Its equivalent in the vernacular,3 rendered into English,
means Truth-Force. I think Tolstoy called it also Soul-Force or
Love-Force, and so it is, Carried out to its utmost limit, this
force is independent of pecuniary or other material assistance;
certainly, even in its elementary form, of physical force or violence.

lEn routs to India, Gandhiji left Phoenix on July 11.

2 The "Golden Number" of Indian Opinion,  dealing with  the  Indian
struggle in South Africa, was released on December 1, 1914.

3 "Satyagraha", the phrase Gandhiji preferred to use; vide Vol. VIII,
p. 131.